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TECHNICAL CIRCULAR No. 189 of 10™ April 2014

To: All Surveyors/Auditors

Applicable All Flags

to flag:

Subject: IMO MEPC meets for 66™ session
Reference IMO

The Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) of the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) meets for its 66th session from 31 March to 4 April 2014, at IMO
Headquarters in London.

Iltems on the agenda include
o the consideration of proposed amendments to the MARPOL to make the audit scheme
mandatory;
o the review of environmental provisions in the draft Polar Code and associated draft
amendments to make the Code mandatory, and
the implementation of energy-efficiency regulations and the Ballast Water Management and Ship
Recycling Conventions.

Draft amendments to MARPOL to make auditing mandatory set for adoption

The MEPC will consider, with a view to adoption, draft amendments to MARPOL Annexes | through
to VI to make the use of the IMO Instruments Implementation Code (lll Code) mandatory. The
draft amendments add definitions and regulations relating to "verification of compliance", thereby
making the IMO Audit Scheme mandatory under MARPOL. The Ill Code was adopted by the IMO
Assembly in 2013. Similar amendments to other IMO treaties are also in the process of being
adopted, to make the Audit Scheme mandatory once the relevant amendments enter into force in
2016.

Draft amendment on implementation date for Tier lll to be considered for adoption

The MEPC will consider, with a view to adoption, proposed draft amendments to MARPOL Annex VI,
regulation 13, on Nitrogen Oxides (NOX), concerning the date for the implementation of "Tier 1"
standards within emission control areas (ECASs), taking into account a number of documents
commenting on the draft amendments. The MEPC, at its last session, agreed to amend the date for
the implementation of "Tier IlI" standards to 1 January 2021, from the current effective date of 1
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January 2016.

NOX control requirements apply to install marine diesel engines of over 130 kW output power, and
different levels (Tiers) of control apply based on the ship construction date. Tier Il controls would
apply from the effective date only to specified ships while operating in ECAs designated to limit NOX
emissions (currently the North American Emission Control Area and the United States Caribbean Sea
Area). Outside such areas, "Tier lI" controls, required for marine diesel engines installed on ships
constructed after 1% January 2011, apply.

Other amendments to be considered for adoption
The MEPC will also consider, with a view to adoption:

o draft amendments to MARPOL Annex |, the Code for the Construction and Equipment
of Ships carrying. Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (BCH Code) and the International
Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in
Bulk (IBC Code), on mandatory carriage requirements for stability instrument for oil
tankers and chemical tankers;

o draft amendments to MARPOL Annex V to update the Record of Garbage Discharge;
and

o draft amendments to MARPOL Annex VI concerning the extension of the application of
the Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI) to LNG carriers, ro-ro cargo ships (vehicle
carriers), ro-ro cargo ships, ro-ro passenger ships and cruise passenger ships with
non-conventional propulsion; and to exempt of ships not propelled by mechanical
means and cargo ships with ice-breaking capacity.

Draft Polar Code environmental provisions to be reviewed

The MEPC is expected to review the environmental requirements under the proposed draft
mandatory International Code for ships operating in polar waters (Polar Code). It will also
consider the proposed draft amendments to MARPOL to make the Polar Code mandatory.

The draft texts were agreed, in principle, by the first session of the Sub-Committee on Ship
Design and Construction (SDC 1). The draft Polar Code covers the full range of design,
construction, equipment, operational, training, search and rescue and environmental
protection matters relevant to ships operating in the inhospitable waters surrounding the two
poles. The chapters in the Code each set out goals and functional requirements.
Environmental provisions include requirements covering prevention of oil pollution; prevention
of pollution from noxious liquid substances from ships; prevention of pollution by sewage from
ships; and prevention of pollution by discharge of garbage from ships.

Energy-efficiency measures for ships to be considered
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The MEPC is expected to continue its work on further developing guidelines to support the
uniform implementation of the regulations on energy-efficiency for ships that entered into
force on 1 January 2013, including consideration of amendments to update resolution
MEPC.212(63) 2012 Guidelines on the method of calculation of the attained Energy Efficiency
Design Index (EEDI) for new ships.

The MEPC will also discuss the implementation of resolution MEPC.229(65) on Promotion of
Technical Co-operation and Transfer of Technology Relating to the Improvement of Energy
Efficiency of Ships.

Draft NOX Technical Code amendments for adoption
The MEPC will consider for adoption, draft amendments to the NOx Technical Code, 2008,
concerning the use of dual-fuel engines.

Sulphur review timing to be discussed

The MEPC will consider the timing of the review, required under MARPOL Annex VI,
regulation 14, on control of emissions of sulphur oxides (SOX) from ships, on the availability
of compliant fuel oil to meet the requirements set out in the regulation.

The sulphur content (expressed in terms of % m/m - that is, by weight) of fuel oil used on
board ships is required to be a maximum of 3.50% m/m (outside an Emission Control Area
(ECA)), falling to 0.50% m/m on and after 1 January 2020. Depending on the outcome of a
review, to be completed by 2018, as to the availability of compliant fuel oil, this requirement
could be deferred to 1 January 2025.

Within ECAs, fuel oil sulphur content (expressed in terms of % m/m: that is, by weight) must
be no more than 1.00% m/m; falling to 0.10% m/m on and after 1 January 2015.

Ballast water management systems up for approval

It will consider the reports of the twenty-sixth and twenty-seventh meetings of the Joint
Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environment Protection (GESAMP)
Ballast Water Working Group (held during 2013), with a view to granting Basic Approval to
four, and Final Approval to two ballast water management systems that make use of Active
Substances.

The MEPC will also be invited to approve BWM-related guidance, including draft Guidance on
stripping operations using educators.

Ship recycling convention implementation

The MEPC is expected to consider the report of a correspondence group which was tasked
with developing threshold values and exemptions applicable to the materials to be listed in
Inventories of Hazardous Materials, required under the Hong Kong International Convention
for the Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009.
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Guidelines for the reduction of underwater noise to be considered

The MEPC will

consider draft Guidelines for the reduction of underwater noise from

commercial shipping, aimed at addressing underwater-radiated noise from commercial ships,
which may have both short- and long-term negative consequences on marine life.

REFERENCES:

IMO MEPC

ATTACHMENTS: No.
Kindest Regards,

Cosmin Bozenovici
Naval Architect — Conarina Technical Head Office
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